Equipment

Military Equipment of the
Six
Dynasties

Secret Agents

Your mission today, should you choose to accept
it, is to go back to the Six Dynasties period
(3rd-6th century A.D.) of ancient China — the
Three Kingdoms, the Wei and Jin dynasties and
the Northern and Southern dynasties — to find
out what was the best military equipment of that
time. Make sure you record your observations and
send them to headquarters. Upon the successful
completion of your mission, you will be awarded
the Badge of Courage, First Class.

“Now,
~ find out about the
armoured horses
first!

Follow me/ ‘;\# 5



In the Six Dynasties,
warhorses wore heavy armour on the .
battlefield. The armour was made of metal or
leather to give the horses strong and full
protection. Can you spot any differences between the
two materials? Record details of the materials using

the stickers provided.
(Hint: Go to the display case "Matural Expressions” te look at two pairs of

armoured horses!)

Please think

second:
The heavy armour of a |
warhorse was largely made of
k metal. But wouldn't the
 heavy weight slow down the
1% horse?
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1. cavalryman

Without heavy armour:
advantages:

In the Wei and Jin dynasties, cavalrymen

from the north of China were heavily armoured. In contrast,

cavalrymen from the south were more lightly equipped. Can you identify the
differences between the armour of the northern and southern cavalrymen? Record
their characteristics by matching them with the correct pictures. Then try to analyse the

advantages and disadvantages of each uniform.

&
Fengmao
[round hood to quard against the

wind and ul.fi_?f,f"
._.o—""
Helmet

®
Tunic with an overlapping

front and baagy trousers

®
Liangdangkai
[sleeveless armour comprizing twe
large rectangular shields tied
together at the shoulder]

2. ___cavalryman

Heavily armoured:
advantages:

disadvantages: MMS! Ec?\”!’he?fi a\uw:

disadvantages:

dowh  movererk.
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The belmets of the cavalrymen look interssting. Let's have a .rmk!_};
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The helmets with protective ear covers worn by the Look! A "tiger's head helmet"! This cavalryman's
cavalrymen were called "doumou". enemies must have been very afraid when they saw
him wearing the head of this fierce animal on his

head.

Design and name an awe-inspiring helmet that

could protact you against enemy attack!
[Hint: Get some inspiration from the display case "Natural
Expressions"!)

It is called:

Whe is wearing the tiger's head helmef? E :



What a huge army[{Trr,r to find the cavalrymen who are

wearing the tiger's head helmet and circle them.
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hat horn is making! s it fi ilitary band?
What a powerful sound fhat horn is making! Is it from a mi litary band? "21




In the Merthern Ay e
snd Southern dynasties, troops " ' fany H-!' carrnd, made
were depleyed and given thair orders on the from animsl harns

battlefield using military mesic. Drams, paopipes l_"
and boras were all meticsl instraments used in the army i sl drams
at that fime. Lookl the instraments carried by these three : * Fueld ot the
soldiers are missing. Con you draw in the inttroments these Iaegu p ,_ st
soldiers should be carrying in thair hands. rattles with I
(Hint: Go to tha disploy cnnan “Naturel Exprovabons”™ sed “Militery long bandles
Equipmeni[]

ission. Please aceept our
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You have completed this inr.n to report your observati

commendation and don't forge
headquarters. A ;



